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The student, as he was pleased to verm
himself, was seated liehlnd a row of cases
which clog tlic limited space in the rotunda
of theNatioual Museum, and liide from view
the sportive gold-fis- h and the basin which
hut for these obstructions would form a
most attractive centerpiece in that part of
the building. 'With eyes fixed, he was
apparently studying, with borne degree of
satisfaction, Crawford's plaster of
"Lilierty," the prototype of that fifteen
thousand poundbof bronze which surmounts
the Capitol, looming above the display.

"I was jut comparing in mj mind's
eye," said he. when arou-e- d from his rev-
erie by the scribe, "the crowded condition
Df the .National Museum today witii its
nucleus of ha If a century ago. Inthat short
spat of time some wonderful strides have
been taken. Trior to 1840 it was a het-
erogeneous display in an
corner of the Patent Office. A quantity
of unowtii b, given to the United Stales be-

fore ign potters, or bent home by ambassa-
dors and naval officers I rom diirerent parts
of the world, formed the start.

'The collection included such articles as
l pair of 'Washington's knee breeches, the
femur of a mastodon, and the relies gath-
ered by "Wilkes iu his expedition around the
world. No tep was taken by Congress
toward making it a creditable exhibit until
that tniK;ilieii it followed thcvxampleof a
tlozeii or inure nutions.and established a
museum.

Transferred to the Smithsonian.
"Wiien the Patent Office began to grow

crowded wUi the models of our incentive
people," he continued, "the tmall collection
of curios, which had been added to from
time to time from various sources, was
trundled over to the Smithsonian. But
the collections kept coming, and in the
course of years that institution became too
tmali, and the present building was erected.

"Lookalitnow,"saldhc,glaiichigaround
the crowded rotunda and its communicating
naves. "There is enough ma J ' to
Stock two in. .re hi. iv "
txhibit of ctimolngy would in itself fill this
building."

The iact is. the National Museum i.s m a
3eplorabie state. For tin relief of this
pressure a senes of galleries are now being
trcetod in iwrts of the building, but they will
be used tu a great extent for storage pur-
poses and will be filled with the valuable
ipecimens which now cram every nook and
rornei of the building and the dilapidated
lad unsightly sheds adjoining it.

The two started off on a tour or investiga-
tion, and there is where their troubles be-
gan.

Near the Chinese pagoda is a case of
ghastly masks which grin and frown on a
Email doorway secluded in that corner ofthe
room. Thioiigh this place the two wended
their way, climbing the spiral stairs of
iron to the floor above. Everything seemed1
to be in a disordered state. Collections,
varying from the munitions of war to trink-
ets of civilized and uncivilized people from
every point of the compass, were heaped on
every side,

Olf from tills main room arc smaller ones,
each likewise packed with exhibits of an
interesting character, and which the public
are notailo wed to behold on account of lack
of space in the halls below.

From here they retraced their steps.
Following the avenue to the tight, which
lead ttiFwwufo other crowded courts and
oaves, ttooy mc to more balcony rooms
In the oilier curt of the building. On the
door of : hoc entrances was a huge
label, lit lours large enough ami black
tnougii tkai Jc who runs might read."
It bow ihU itohitcd legend, "No admit-
tance .

They entered.
On the second floor, in addition to

mother "no admittance" placard, there
wa another tacked to the door, giving
out M Information, "Reptiles, office
of t Out tor."

An Uncanny Corner.
Aw k cWllcrcpt up and down the wn lie's

tpiiK- - ami he iK'ggcd to rclire, since he
was not interested in reptiles, but remon-
strance was not listened to, and the stu-
dent only untied aloud at his timidity.

When that individual forms within him
the determination to become erudite. Ills
ambition Just simply runs away with him.
Andthisis where he madoa great mistake.
"We hail heretofore imagined that there

was nothing too great for him to grasp
the passage of one swilt afternoon,

but when he tackled rcpliUMic was floored,
and from that moment he descended
through the dirrerent grades of decreasing
mformationuntil he reaehedtheplant where
the scribe was able to converse with him
understanding.

Upon receiving a follcitationfrom within,
they brushed through the door and were
pleasantly greeted by a courteous man,
with sleeves rolled up to his armpits, who
piovcd to be Dr. T .

His gloomy little workshop was lined with
shelves and cabinets ai d drawers, and each
of these was the for Jars, great
and small, containing everything of any
importance that creeps upon this earth of
ours. The scribe was by no means enthusi-
astic. There were snakes, poisonous and
otherwise, to the right and to the left or
him. At ids elbow a scorpion and a lizard
showed their ugly selves, and on the table
in front Of him were strewn reptiles of all
degrees of hideousne's, plied up like" a fish
market, preparatory to being replaced in
jars of fresh alcohol.

The snakeman wa.s so wrapped up with
his pet vocation aud his grovelers that to
the scribe even his smile, which was often
provoked by the latter's quaking liefore the
close inspection he insisted upon, seemed
reptilious.

"Here is a little reptile," saiil he, fish-
ing about iu a huge jar with his hand. "It's
an amphibia of tin genus Kana, and is dis-
tinguished by having no scales and by un-

dergoing a complete metamorphosis, the
young having gills."

Potomac Flat Product.
"That must be some frightful animal,"

thought the scribe. Tlicstudcntevi i show-
ed a lowered color. And they backed away
from him as from one 'vho had the plague.
"He is from the Potomac flats," con-
tinued the snake man, at the same tune
dropping a bullfrog upon the table.

From another jar was produced a Moloch
lizard, in its external appearance one of
the most ferocious of reptiles, with n
horny head anil body which gave it a most
formidable look. After the frog scare the
student put on a bold front and examined
the Moloch in his own hands, and. thus en-

couraged, the snake man brought forth a
few squamosescmcold laus, saiirlans. whose
ugiy bodies and long tails made the scribe's
blood run cold. Other "beautiful" speci-
mens, including rattlesnakes, blue racers,
salamanders and the latter's l.ideotis cousin,
the avolotl, were heaped upon the out-
stretched hands of the student.

"Here is a specimen of rare beauty. No-

tice its beautiful markings. Its ricsh is
eaten in South America, and it nakesa
most interesting pet." As a herbivorous
iguana, with created beak and a row of
spikes following the spiny to the tip of
its long tail, was added to the student's col-

lection the scribe concluded it would in-

deed make an "interesting" pet.
A geeko. named from the

sound it produces, and one which climbs
on walls and ceilings with alacrity, and
then disappears as if by magic, wasal-- o

placed on the heaji.
"This serpent." Iiegan the snake man,

after a deal of hunting in dark corners,
"is a basilisk." He glanced with no good
intent toward the scribe, with his fingers
reaching for the bottom of a large Jar
Uiat hid his arm from shoulder down.

'
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"The ancients." he continued between
glances, "alleged that it.s hissing would
'lrivt away all other serpents, and thatjts
breath, and even Its look was fatal "

Enoutjli Is Enough.
But the scribe heard no more.
"When the student finally unloaded him-

self and emerged from the gruesome place
he found that individual gazing skyward,
occasionally glancing itirtively about him
and particularly in the direction of the
doorway which emitted him, calculating
on the probable age of the giant paper
squid which is suspended from the ceiling
in the hall below devoted to fish and
things fishy.

"I fell creepy." said the scribe, as he
approached.

So do I." came the answer.
"Let's take in the Smithsonian." said

the scribe. "There's plenty of room over
there and and nothing ophiomorphous."

The student nodded assent and mum-
bled something to himself, while feelinij
Tor his pocket dictionary.

To that institution the two hied thein- -

Aichitecturally the Smithsonian differs
from the National Museum as a terrapin
from a woodcock Its exterior is cold and
uninviting, and it is the most serious place
on the face or the earth. Those who ent'-- r

there leave fun behind, and those who
hav.' (he time to study the mysteries ex- -

.mii 1 Mii"H r7T;

biblted within its somber walls, like King
Henry in the 60iig, never will again.

The building is given up to tilings
Here one comes to study

the natural history of the human species,
and the points of similarity existing be-
tween the lower animals and lower man.
In the language of the street Arab, an-
thropology is a "bird.'

Before you study this subject you must
have learned all about history, physiolo-
gy and geology. If you would go even
deeper you must be able to unreel the his-
tory of things treated of in ornithology,
oology, conchology and the different other
branches of zoology. Besides being conver-
sant with all the topics ending in ology
you must wear your hnir unkempt and
long and train your tongue bo it will be
caress with the familiarity of an old love
words of a dozen syllables.

You must become enraptured with the
hidden history extracted froma long-buri-

image, and read as from a book the touch-
ing events in the life of a miueralogical
specimen.

The prospect was' not inviting to the two
And since their nervous systems had under-
gone such a shock in the snake room, they
were not In train physically to take a
course iu anthropology. But they braved
It.

Habitues of tho Smithsonian.
Just as the library has its bookworms,

the Smithsonian has its d habitual
students.

At the very threshold they ran against
one of these ultramundane individuals. He
was deciphering the hieroglyphics the

fac3lmlle calendar stone, cast from tho
original in Mexico, and when the scribe
likened the object which occupied hs
attention to a gigantic millstone lie dream-- .
lly returned to the nineteenth century.

"All, my dear young man, that is
Know ye, this is the work of

people who dwelt in the fair land of the
Montezumas, a race "

But his language was a trifle too strong,
and tho two slipped through the hall to
the lower story of the building.

"Come here," said the scribe a moment
inter, having gained courage from the fact
that ho had not been followed; "this,"
pointing the studeia'H attention to a huge
bird overladen with bills, some of which
were "turned down," perched on the side
of a stump and holding a dainty to its mate
within. "This is the picture illustrating
the resemblance between the lower fowl
and that animal known as polities. You
will notice that the "ins" and "outs" are
represented in a manner thnt is at once
striking and comprehensive to even those
who are not up to their nocks iu anthropol-
ogy. And you will also notice the signifi-
cance in the procedure of tha "out" feed-
ing the "in."

Their attention was nex,t attracted by a
gigantic ostrich, perched high above the
numerous cases of feathereetl cicatures
which Hue the walls on either side. And
the two discoursed of the habits or bipeds
in a low tone, with an ptcasjonai furtive
glance in the region of the doorway.

"You will no doubt pronounce the ostrich
an Interesting fowl," said a voice from the
region of an alcove. II came from the

d man, whom they 'disturbed on
entering the building, lit1 continued: "He
does not compare with the leathered forms
which existed in the cretaceous epoch in
this "very region. From the researches of
eminent paleontologists, we. It am that the
odoiitornithes "

Hut they continued on their way, seeking
m forma lion or a less paint til ii.uui e, in their
own quiet manner, and came to the hall,
occupying the "L." of the building, where
a lady artist was engaged in drawing the
likeness of an iiX'Tee-Mu- turtle. In this
quiet retreat the two tairied awhile, .study-
ing the flowers" fiom the deep sen , and
commenting thereon in their own way, with-
out fear ot interruption, because the hall
was. with tills exception, devoid of stu-
dents.

Studying Anthropolcgy.
Ret raring their steps past cases filled

with specimens ot laxldermal art, they
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threaded their way up a staircase lined
with casts of pillars, altars,
and large fragments of inscribed walls
and slabs of originals discovered in Yucatan
by Clin may.

On the second floor they found a vast
array of objects illustrating tha history
ot races. Including coins, medals, genea-
logical hchemev, and an exhibit of archae-
ological relies whl'li is not equaled on the
"Western Hemisphere.

Good fortune attended them here. At
the very outset a stranger was noticed
gazing at the cramped posture of a fire
god from Yucatan.

"Be that a statue of a knocked-ou- t foot-
ball player, or be It only to represent the
convulsions or a boy arter eating unripe
fruit?" he asked of the student.

The latter had his ardor dampened when
he tackled reptiles and lie found that the
huge bile he had taken of things anthro-
pological was more thanho could swallow;
so, belngpleased to finda person with whom
he could converse understandingly, he
readily convinced the scribe that it would
be to his interest to make friends, and the
two traveled with Hie stranger awhile.

The ancient Peruvians, whose grave-
yard is in a glass case near the center ot
the long hall, attracted' their attention,
and they stopped to investigate.

These individuals are doubled up like
jack knives, with chins on iheir knees,
having gunny sack cloths istill wrapped
about them, 'which make at once their
coffins and their shrouds. Stories of the

y Andes broke frotn those cramped
bodies of bleaching bones and matted hair

to gladden the hearts of the learned men
who gathered about.

"There was a time, according to the
evidence here presented," re-

marked a spectacled lady to a friend, In
passing, "that the art of embalming was
known to tlicsc people in the carboniferous
era, without any knowledge ofthe methods
reported toby the nncientsof the old world."

Bursts of startling infoimation were fre-
quent here.

An octogenarian worshiper of "man and
his works," whoie pink dome of thought was
gradually creeping through a head of thin
white hair, hud his fastened on one
of thetc squatters. He saw wonderful
things through the representatives of a
misty age before him, and gave as his opin-
ion that "Dolichocephalic philomaths flour-
ished in that forgotten race."

Tne student and the scribe saw no rea-
son for contradicting the assertion, and
fled before other able opinions were ex-
pressed.

Tho Zunl productions were found in a ffV

eluded portion of the room, and here they
secreted themselves. Presently a guide
came through with a bevy of ladies, and
their remarks and comments told full well
that there weic others in the building who
had not made anthropology a life study.
Then the two took heart again and followed
m their wake to enjoy the contrasting
opinions which they unhesitatingly ven-
tured.

Alter a time they returned through the
aisles strewn with learned men and women
peering through windows of stone and
metal, into the hallway of the gloom-swathe- d

post, to the exit.
A 8 they sought a bench in the park to

enjoy once more the beautiful present, the
scribe lcmarked to the crestfallen student:
"Have you enough?''

And he thought he had.

A GASOLINE BICYCLE.

QueocMnchiuc! Driven "Without "Using
tin Ls Sit StHL and Hide.

A man riding a motor-bicycl- e has been
seen frequently downtown and has excited
a great deal of curosity, says the New
York Journal. The motor- - bicycle is new to
New Yorkers, although it has been used
to some extent In Europe. This machine
hasno cranks and nochain.andispropelled
by a cylinder full of gasoline, which is the
source of energy in many of the more suc-

cessful horseless carriages. The rider con-

trols his queer-lookin- g bicycle easily, and
moic than once has been observed to bring
it to a dead stop right under some big,
heavily loaded truck. As he rides he has no
work to do at all: all that is necessary is
merely to sit still; the machine does the
rest.

The rider is the promoter In this country
of the new machine, which is of Bavarian
manufacture, costing to build, in that
country, about $400. It is thought it
can be built here Tor considerably less.

This motor- - bicycle is a speedy traveler.
"While it is a mechanical and commercial
success, it Is by no means incapable of
improvement. The first aim of the makers
will be to .lessen the weight. Lightness
and strength are the twin marvels. of
the Yankee bicycle, and with tfiesc the
ponderous machine or Teutonic inventive
genius can hardly come into actual com-
petition. In fact, the question ofiweight is
the great obstacle to the success of all motor
vehicles of any description, and the one that

prohlbits their universal adoption In every-
day life.

The motor-cycl- was manufactured in Ba-

varia, weighs 1 20 pounds, 1 1 is somewhat
longer than the ordinary bicycle, while the
wheels are about the same diameter. The
frame is not of the "diamond" jiattern, be-

ing even more open than the frame of a
woman's bicycle. The baddlc ts set so low
thatif Hie machine should lurch, the rider
can readily stand d upon one foot,
The foot rests-- , because of the lowness of
the saddle, are well forward.

The motive power is derfteil from the ig-
nition and explosion of gasoline, The suc-
cess of this motive power as applied to the
trade is attested by many motor-cycle- ex-
act counterparts of this one, that are in use
in thecities of Germany, Franceand Switzer-
land. The cost of the gasoline is trivial.

The guide post of the machine Is consider-
ably inclined backward and downward, and
the n gasoline cylinder Is support-
ed by four tubular frames, which are con-
nected at an angle at a polntncarthegrouRd
witli other tubes which continue on a level
to tho axis of the rear Avneel. The cylinder

hns a safety valve to operate In the event
of the fluid becoming overheated. On top
ot the cylinder or tank is a gauge consisting
of a wire, with a cork in the end, held down
in the fluid by a screw cap, the removal of
which lets the wire up and Indicates the
depth of gasoline in the tank. Another
screw cap covers the feed inlet.

A eluninev in the torm of a drum in front
or the steering post allows the hot air to
I'scape-fro- the vapor lamps when the ex-
plosions are caused. These explosions, re-

curring iu a little tank encased with asbes-
tos, alternately rorce backward and forward
two piston rods actiug directly on the rear
wheel. Several rubber bands on either
side, the tension of which can be quickly
regulnted by a crank screw operated by
the left hand while the motor cycle is run- -
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ning. assist aud facilitate the piston rctla
iu getting over the "dead tenter."

Tin- - lower tubes or the framework serve
as conduits from a tank over
the rear wheel, which filled with cold
water. The water is keirt in constant cir-
culation about the gasoline, thus preventing
the overheating of the volatile and inflam-
mable fluid. The upper tubes of the frnrae-wori- c,

called stays, are filled with rubricat-
ing oil, aud the machine is oiled automati-
cally in every part requiring it. There are
two air valves that operate alternately
after each explosion.

Tin it.iitrol ot the speed acd motion is
M. ra!u-- inuler th-- r d t's thumb tils right-han-d

thumb. Control is centered In a
hull conical spool :uder the right candle
bar. By this spool the speed is regulated.
The stop is a check: or thumb piece thae
drops behind, a lutle hook. "When applied
tin releases all the power Instantaneously.
If needed, there is also an ordinary bi-

cycle brake.
ThemachinelnrnotlonispracticaHynofee-Iess- .

It i equipped with the ordinary bi-

cycle bell and lamp, ami a tool kit hangs
from the back of the saddle. In Europe
the motor-cycle- a are ngjced and ridden tan-
dem. The front wheel is so nicely fitted
and balanced that with one spin of the
hand it has revolved eisar and one-ha- lf

minutes. The fact that it is heavier than
the wheel of the ordinary bicycle accounts
tor some of" the revolving. As a reinforce-
ment the rear wheel spokes are covered
with a solid covering of papier machc. Tho
lire are ery strong and heavy. Tha
inner soft tube is nearly as thick as the
outer tire of an ordinary bicycle, and the
motor-cytle'- s outer tube is about three-quart-

ot an inch thick and is practically
puncture-proo- r.

Tliemaxiinum speed of the motor-cycl- e In
track work is claimed to be fifty milej
an hoar and on a good road forty miles.

COLONY OF CATHOLICS.

Aus.trlnn- - Under Fnther.Terani Muka
Tholr Uonie In Eden Valley, Cal- -

San Francisto Call.

The first actual work la the establish-
ment of a Catholic colony la California
was commenced a short time ago in
Mendocino county, when about forty colo-
nists settled upon a beautiful tract in
Eden Valley and preoared their future
homes for occupancy.

Abont 10.000 ncrs of allev and moun-
tain land have been secured for the ne-r- r

colony in Eden Vahcy. about forty mites
north from Ukiah and in the Round Valley
district. There Father Jeram has begun
a work which has been the aim of his
life a colony of Austrian Catholics, with
their church, school and meeting ball.
The site was selected on account of ltd
topographical character and climate, be-
cause it consists of valley and mountain
and an atmosphere closely resemWing those
of the colonists' native place in Europe.

Fattier Jeram was the procurator of
Acfhbsshop Ireland of St-- Taul. He Is. a
Catholic priest, born in Austria, and'has
been in the United States several years,

"and through his exiH-nenc- under Arch-
bishop Ireland he became fa mi Mar with,
the immigration work done throughout
the Northwest.

"While a comparatively young man, Father
Jeram is a deep scholar who has accom-
plished much. He lias written and pub-
lished a grammar for his people that they
may become proficient in English, and this

"is the only grammar of that kind in
In addition to h is numerous duties

he i employing his spare moments on ac
English-Slavon- dictionary, and is now
more than half way through the alphabet

This is his own Idea and Is a thoroughly
unselfish one for the benefit of his country
men, so they may make a good living and
be together in the home of their adoption.
This means in future years the bringing
to the colony of quite a number ot theii
brethren from Europe.

Forty members of the new settlement
left San Francisco recently for Eden Val-
ley; eleven of them had been Hving in
California, the rest having come from the
east. Their home has been ealled the
California-Slavonia- n colony and their first
settlement Jeramvilte. More colonists are
expetted to arrive here from different
points in the east just as soon as the
colony is ready for them.

The colony is said to be la a sound
financial condition. Its members have
among them men of various trades, who
can build houses and other structures
and perform all the work required on a
ranch. A large part of the work of the
colony will consist of slock raising, dairy-
ing, etc , in which these people are experts.
They are industrious, thrifty and ambitious
of success In their new field.

As the colonists arrive m this city they
will be met byFaiher Jeram, who will tako
them before the archbishop, and his grace
will give them his blessing After this they
will go to Eden Valley and there find a
Catholic church and their countrymen for
neighbors.

There will be no rush of people to the
colony, as colonists will be received only as
homes can be prepared for them and the
colony take care of the- newiomers. Those
now in Eden Valley will begin at once to
build proper houses, farm buildings, stores
and a Catholic church.

The flunipton Court Cut.
There is a black cat at present In the se-

date seclusion of the Hampton Court clois-
ters which has spontaneously "sworn off
from all kinds of rieeh food. Its favoritedlet
is uncooked scarlet runner beans, which it
catsasau Italian eats macaroni. Cucumber
it likes, and carrots which are boiled, but
fruit it will not touch. The Hampton Court
cat seems to stand alone in a partiality for
food which none of it.s race could hithertcj
be induced to look at. Loudon Chronicle.


